Farming is in Their Blood
Twins Return to Family Cattle Operation

William, left, and Andrew Trotman
dentical twins William and Andrew
Trotman didn’t grow up wanting to be
farmers. Being raised on their family’s
farm, they experienced the labor of the
land, they watched the volatility of the
marketplace, and they felt the frustration
of lost dividends. Like many farm kids
from their generation, they wanted
something different.
But life has a funny way of bringing us
full circle.

Across the Generations
To understand the twins’ involvement in
agriculture, you have to go back a couple
of generations. Farming is in their blood.
Their grandfather, John M. “Bubba”
Trotman, the son of a mule trader and
farmer in Troy, Ala., taught them about
hard work and love of the land.
Bubba was raised on his family’s farm and
worked alongside his father until he left
for Auburn University, where he majored
in agricultural science. Upon graduation,
Bubba served in the U.S. Army before
returning home to help run the farm.
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His father died in 1950, and shortly
thereafter Bubba moved the headquarters
to Montgomery County and established
Trotman Cattle Co., which grew to become
a thriving cattle order-buying business.

and Conservation Service. While he
maintained ownership of Trotman Cattle
Co., Bubba said he relied on others to help
keep the operation running.

Bubba’s career in the cattle business has
been highly successful. He has been a
leader in the industry, serving as president
of the Alabama Cattlemen’s Association,
the National Cattlemen’s Association and
the Southeastern Livestock Exposition.

The twins were just boys during those
years, but they remember the excitement
of growing up on the farm.

While he enjoyed his service to the
agricultural industry, he admits the time
away sometimes made it difficult to keep
the farm in tip-top shape. Adding to that,
the cattle market during the 1980s didn’t
provide farmers much desire to grow or
even maintain their operations.
So, in Bubba’s own words, things “slowed
down” around the farm. But he continued
his leadership in the agricultural industry.
In 1985, Bubba garnered the attention
of President Ronald Reagan, who
selected him to serve as the director of
the Alabama Agricultural Stabilization

Growing Up on the Farm

“Living on the farm out here was probably
the best childhood we could have had,”
William said. “We were never inside —
we were riding horses or building forts.
We couldn’t have asked for more.”
William and Andrew refer to their
grandfather just as everyone else does —
“Bubba,” not a typical name one would
use for his or her grandfather. But there is
a different tone when they use it — one of
affection and admiration.
Bubba helped raise the twins and
recalls their childhood with fondness,
telling stories of their summertime
horseback excursions.

“They stayed on horseback,” Bubba said,
grinning. “Somebody called one time
and said, ‘I’m gonna tell you, one of those
horses you got out there is a man killer.
You don’t want to put those young boys
on him.’ I said, ‘I’m sorry sir, it’s too late.
One of the boys is already on that horse,
and they’re running across the pasture as
we speak.’”
Growing up, the boys would help as
needed around the farm, but they weren’t
required to work there. Andrew thinks
that lack of pressure is in part why they
decided to return as adults to work there
full time.

The Journey Back to the Land
But coming back to the farm wasn’t their
original plan.
Upon high school graduation, they
followed in Bubba’s educational footsteps
and enrolled at Auburn University, where
they each studied finance. After school,
Andrew moved back to Montgomery
and worked at Jenkins Brick Co., while
Andrew, left, and William Trotman

William moved to Fairhope to work for
an engineering firm.

the twins found themselves prospering in
the cattle business.

It wasn’t long after they were employed
that the economic recession took its toll
on their careers. Within just a few weeks
of each other, they lost their jobs. But this
setback had a silver lining.

With renewed confidence, they decided
to give stocker cattle another try. They
now graze about 270 stocker calves,
a nice balance to the 165 head of brood
cows they manage.

“For me, I almost saw it as a blessing
because it gave me the incentive to come
back to the farm,” William said.

A Good Relationship With
Alabama Ag Credit

When William and Andrew asked Bubba
about the possibility of returning to the
farm, Bubba welcomed them, knowing
that the request couldn’t have come at a
better time. Their comeback has helped
restore the operation, which is now a
thriving business.
“Having the twins come back to the
farm is the best thing that’s happened
to me,” Bubba said. “I’m getting older,
and having them here has opened up
new horizons for all of us to see the place
come back to life.”

Facing Challenges
The brothers understand that farming
comes with its fair share of challenges —
a fact they learned firsthand from their
initial endeavor as full-time farmers.
They partnered with their grandfather to
purchase stocker cattle. Not long after the
purchase, the cattle market plummeted.
They carried the calves for a year and said
they simply broke even on the venture.
With his charming demeanor, Bubba
warned them ahead of time about
market volatility.
William chuckled, “Bubba told us
going into it, ‘Y’all might make a little
Christmas money, but you’re probably
not going to make much more
than that.’”
The twins consider it a lesson learned.
While they remained cautious about
the stocker business, it taught them to
do their research, make sound farming
decisions and work as efficiently
as possible.

The downturn in the market provided
an ideal opportunity to purchase
brood cows, and they were fortunate
to find a neighbor who was looking
to sell his herd. Within weeks of the
purchase, cattle prices soared and
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The brothers enjoy a solid business
partnership with Alabama Ag Credit,
and with the help of their relationship
manager, Travis Jordan, they have
made some long-term plans that have
positioned them for a bright, successful
future. There’s camaraderie between the
Trotmans and Jordan that provides more
than simply an ease of doing business.
“Travis is more like a friend to us than
our banker,” William said. “He showed
us we had more borrowing power than
we realized. Coming to Alabama Ag
Credit and working with Travis has been
the best decision we’ve made, for sure.”
“You don’t want to feel a lot of pressure,
and we don’t with Travis,” Andrew
echoed. “We feel comfortable around him
— when you’re borrowing money, that
makes a world of difference.”

A Unique Opportunity
Each year, fewer and fewer young people
like William and Andrew return to the
farm, a trend of which they are well
aware. They understand the unique
opportunity their grandfather has
afforded them, and they don’t take it
for granted.
“We would not be here without Bubba,”
Andrew said. “A typical farmer or
rancher usually can’t go out these days
and purchase or even rent land, buy all
their equipment, build facilities, start up
and really make it. So we’re fortunate
to have had this opportunity with
our family.”
Bubba recognizes how they’re helping to
re-establish what he started, and he loves
nothing more than watching them work.
“It’s just a joy to me to see the good work
they’ve done,” Bubba said. “They’ve
done fantastic things restoring this
place. Seeing them here brings back old
memories from when they were young
here on the farm.”
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